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(Hds. note: Last July, Jim Dubert 
ad Brent Vanderlinden were ordered 
by US Magistrate Richard Peck to 
wite essays on assigned subjects 
arising from their defense on 
charges of violating ban-and-bar 
letters during the demonstrations 
of last December 28 at the SAC 
headquarters. The following is 
Jin's essay. Unfortunately space 
requires that we abridge it for 
publication. For related material 
stemming from the events of last 
December 28, see the statements on 
page 3 and the "What's Happening” 
column. We also remind our readers 
that once again we will be present 
at SAC headquarters this December 28, 
the Feast of the Holy Innocents. 
Those wishing to join us are welcome; 
call the house for details.) 


Ever since the Pharisees plotted 
ithe best way to trap Jesus, and de- 
parted with the Herodian sympathizers 
to confront him with their ultimate 
question(Mt 22:15-22), the relation- 
ship between Christianity and the 
state has become the ultimate question 
for followers of Jesus. This exposi- 
tion addresses that question by 
giving “an objective appraisal of St. 
Paul's lesson in Romans 13:1-5". 

In any analysis of scriptural 
material, the author's intent in the 
use of specific words becomes of 
value, Among all the controversial 
words in these five verses, three-- 
tass-, exousiai and machaira--require 
direct definition from the original 
Greek to comprehend Paul's intended 
leaning. 


Tass- is the Greek root for "order". 


The first verse intentionally contains 
yhat amounts to a piling up of words 
derived from the Greek root tass-. 
These words are repeated throughout 
the five verses. Hupotasso, the most 
important of them, can be translated 
as “be subject" or “submit", but not 
as “obey”. Three other verbs meaning 
obey exist in Greek, All of these 
are employed elsewhere in the New 
Testament, but not in Romans 13. 
Paul's choice of Greek roots meaning 
submit rather than obey underscores 
the importance of understanding the 
difference between obedience and 
submission. The difference is exen- 
plified by the action of a Christian 
who refuses to worship Caesar but 
does not resist the death sentence 
of Caesar. This Christian submits to 
(aesar, but obeys God.... 

Exousiai can best be translated 
"powers"....Paul viewed these powers 
as a part of God's original creation 
plan, God discerned the need for or- 
der, cooperation and direction in 
humans relating to each other, and 
conceived the the powers to fulfill 
this ordering function. The powers 
were designed as structures in 
which individuals could live in just 
telationships. But the structures 
equaled more than the sum of the 
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individuals composing then, 
The powers were the invisible 
“nore” with a life of their 
own. 

Unfortunately, under the 
dominion of Satan, the powers 
failed to serve their ordering 
function. They absolutized them- 
selves and demanded unconditional 
loyalty from both the individual and 
the competing powers(Rev. 13:15-17). 
As a part of fallen creation, the 
powers were headed towards death 
(Rom 5:12); and fear of death made 
survival their ultimate goal. When 
a threat to the powers" survival 
occurs, all other values, fallen 
powers justify the taking of life 
for their own survival. Coercion, 
violence and death become their norm 
while they use law as an instrument 
of sin and death(Rom 8:2). 

Only in the unfallen condition 
found in Christ would survival no 
longer rank highest for the powers. 
Survival should not even be in the 
powers’ value system under Christ, 
because eternal life has been guaran- 
teed(Jn 3:16)and all have passed 
through death unto life(Jn 5:24). 

In Christ, love becomes the highest 
value(I Cor 13:13). Violence and 
coercion play no part(Mt 5:38-42), 
while law serves only as a guide 
for concrete direction, not as a 
rule that governs and coerces. 

This view of creation and sal- 
vation leads Paul to Live in an 
“agapé paradigm” which tints all 
reality with the hue of love. 

Agapé is unconditional love--— 
that willingness to give or suffer 
without the desire to be repaid or 
to retaliate. 

Paul knew Jesus had told his 
followers to have agapé for all 
creation(Mt 5143-48) Jesus revealed 
his agapé for all creation by dying 
on the cross(Rom 5:6-9). 

Just as believers are called to 
agapé for each other(Jn 13:34-35), 
believers are called to agapé for 
the powers. Since the powers have, 
like human creation, both a physical 
and spiritual reality, Paul expressed 
agapé for them in the same ways he 
expressed agape to humans. Paul's 
emphasis on the need to pray for 
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ST. PAUL, THE STATE, AND THE AGAPE PARADIGM 


individuals within the structures of 
the powers reflects this expression 
of agapé(I Tim 2:1-3). 

The series of exhortations in 
chapters 12 and 13 of the book of 
Romans forms the context for the five 
verses, Abundant evidence for the 
agape paradigm appears within these 
two chapters. 

The importance of agapé shines 
forth in the moving series of passages 
immediately preceding and following 
the five verses. Paul sees Christians 
as living in an eschatological tension 
of non-conformity to this age(Rom 12:2). 
in this non-conformity, Christians 
owe nothing except agapé. The passages 
on agape provide a gentle cushion for 
Paul's words on the powers: yet 
these words are also a call to agapé. 
Paul exhorts the Roman congregation 
to offer hospitality to the saints 
in Jerusalem(Rom 12:13)and to pay 
taxes(Rom 13:6-7)because agap® over- 
rides all other allegiances. 

Jerusalem at this time was a 
rebellious province of the Roman En- 
pire filled with "terrorist" groups 
that threatened Rome's authority. 

Any aid sent to Jerusalem would be 
considered by the Roman state as aid 
for the rebels and terrorists. But 
Paul calls for the giving of aid be- 
cause the bond of love between 
believers is greater than any alle- 
giance to the Roman Empire. 

Rome at this time was also bur- 
dened by widespread unrest on the 
tax issue. Since a sizeable number 
of the Roman congregation were of the 
commercial class and of some finan- 
cial means, they were especially af- 
fected by taxes and susceptible to 
supporting the unrest. Being aware 
of this situation, Paul called the 
congregation to submit out of love 
to the ordering function God granted 
the powers. To Paul, this submission 
was a practical means of peace- 
Making and a witness to the new life 
into which believers were being 
transformed... 


Submission to the powers does not 
lessen the priority of obedience to 
higher authority. For the Christian, 
God deserves this highest allegiance, 
When the powers demand one thing and 
God demands another, believers should 
obey God(Acts 5:29). This conscien- 
tious disobedience to the powers 
occurs not to overthrow the powers 
but to affirm their true vocation 
under God's proper order.... 

To appreciate totally Paul's 
words to the Roman congregation in 
these five verses, the agapé paradigm 
must be accepted. Paul knew the Roman 
Christiané were citizens of heaven 
(Jn 18:36). He understood their temp- 
tation to arrogance in believing that 
they should not concern themselves 
with worldly affairs. He understood 
how they might feel justified in 
ignoring any laws, such as taxes, of 
the Satan-dominated powers. But 
because of the agapé paradigm, Paul 
called the believers to recognize 
and submit to the ordering function 
of the powers in a Christ-like 
humbleness and agap&é(Phil 2:1-11). 


Cult and culture are the first two 
Points in Peter Maurin's program for 
the Catholic Worker Movement, 
Therefore, Mass is celebrated every 
Friday night(unless otherwise noted) 
at the Worker house, 713 Indiana 
(one block north of University) at 
8:00 PM, 

Following the liturgy on alternate 
Fridays, discussions take place. 
PLEASE NOTE: Mass is every week, the 
discussions are every other week, 
according to the schedule below. 


All are welcome to join us 
around the Lord's table and for 
clarification of thought. 


Dec. 4: Mass at St. Anthony's 
at 7:30 for the four Amer- 
ican women martyred in El 
Salvador. 

Dec. 11: Jean Basinger will 
give a slide presentation 
about Korea, 

Dec. 18: Bishop Dingman will 
be with us to celebrate 
the liturgy. 

Vee 254) NO MASS OR MEETING 

Jan. 1: 

Jan. 8: Richard will conduct a 
workshop on homophobia. 

Jan. 15:Mass but no meeting. 

Jan. 22:Tom Cordaro will share 


NEEDS 


Our needs list this Christmas has some first-timers as well as some 
old faithfuls. As you might have guessed, we are in need(STILL)of 
Plumbers, electricians and carpenters to help at Lazarus House, 
along with cash to pay for materials and to keep up with our high 


heating bills this winter. 


We are also in need of snow shovels, both in town and at the 
farmy good, sturdy bunkbeds; blankets, toilet paper, and peanut 
butter. We also need to replace our stolen electric typewriter 


and slide projector. 


Richard's parents donated their piano to the farm(Eds. note-- 
Thanks, Mom! )but it could use a good tuning. Are there any piano 


tuners among our readers? 


&This needs list is one way of sharing our wIhiinistry. I sometimes 
think folks must think us strange to be asking all the time for 
help but we are really offering a way to freedom. When you start 
to give it's habit-forming. What St. Francis said is really true, 


"It is in giving that you receive." 


REQUIEM AETERNAM DONA EI DOMINE 


We have learned through Steve Marsden the sad news that our old friend 


Greg Green of Iowa City was killed by a car on August 12, 


He was 30. 


His own words serve best to memorialize hin: "Can the secular struggle 
alone ever bring us to the point where the mystical body of oneness 
blazes so loud so silently that love can go beyond the isolated tonal 


to the point where splits of bread are of the same loaf of the same 
ground, where class strata killing is no longer possible for the 

recognition that all people are not only brothers and sisters, but - 
one person?" 


with us his experiences as 
a war-tax resister, with a 
special focus on the role of 
| the Church. 


4 ET LUX PERPETUA LUCEAT ETI | 
y NOTE--SPECIAL LITURGY ON MONDAY, 

t | DECEMBER 14 AT LAZARUS HOUSE, 7:30PM. : 
ii Dowling High School students will < ‘ | 
ij be with us to celebrate the mass, - 


to be followed by a Christmas party. 


Via pacis .. ....| ANNOUNCEMENTS 


by the Des Moines Catholic Worker Con- 
munity, Box 4551, Des Moines, Iowa 50306 
i telephone (515)243-0765. Subscriptions *““*The War Resisters L e€ announces that their WRL Organizer's 
cagu ARS Viganizer's ' 
are free upon request. ‘ Manual has been revised, The new edition is $6 per copy, plus 3 
$1 each postage and handling, from: War Resisters League, 339 B 
Lafayette Street, New York, NY 10012 as 
***Sheep Ranch Catholic Worker Farm in California carries on as its = 
cottage industry the making of 51% beeswax candles. They are % 
13" x 9" and sell for $3.50 apiece. Redwood and hardwood bases . 
are also for sale at $3.50 each. They can be ordered from Ar 
The Catholic Worker Farm, Box 53, Sheep Ranch, CA 95250. 
**Committees of Solidarity--Central America is promoting a nation-wide 
phone-in to the White House on Thursday, December 10. This is ¥ 
a chance to express your opposition to American policy in Central }= 
America. Call the Public Comment Desk, White House, (202)456-7639. poo 
***As this 1s being typed up we have received a request from Providence J) > 
House of Hospitality(women with children )in Seattle, to publicize |" 
their urgent need for staff. Call Teri here at, the CW for details, 


The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community | 


Catholic Worker House 
713 Indiana, Des Moines, Iowa 


Monsignor Ligutti House of Hospitality 
1301 8th, Des Moines, Iowa 


Lazarus House 
1317 8th, Des Moines, Iowa 


St. Birgitta's Farming Community 
’ Rt. 1, Box 97, Milo, Iowa 
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Kristin Layng, Norman Searah, de 
Mike Sprong 


STATEMENTS AT SENTENCING, NOVEMBER 10, 1981 


by Frank Cordaro 
Mapted from Ezekiel 3:17-21) 


Thus the word of God came to me: 
faliever in Christ, I have given 
msight to see for the Nation 
erica. When you hear the word 
ba my Mouth, you shall warn them 
rmes 

If I say to the Nation America: 

Wor shall surely die for you rob 
ke poor to appease your fat appetite 

j you make weapons spawned in hell-- 
devil's allegiance!” and you do 
+warn the Nation America or speak 

to dissuade her from her wicked | 
ys so that she may live, the 
wiion America shall die for her sins 

I will hold you responsible for 
death. If, on the other hand, you 
bye warned the Nation America and 
ill she has not turned away from 
br evil appetite nor from her 
ked war-making, then she shall 

Ye for her sins, but you shall save 
pur life. 

When the keepers of the Law turn 
may from its virtue and do wrong 
br the sake of Nationalism, they 
mall truly die. The keepers shall 


d is for their unfaithfulness and 
We law's virtue shall not be remem- 
= bred; but I shall hold you respon- 


tle for their demise if you did 
bt warn them. When, on the other 
end, you have warned the keepers 
_ ¥the Law not to be unfaithful and 
bey have in fact done so, they 
live because of your warning 
you shall save your own life. 
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by Bill Douglas 


ie are here today because of a 
Since. But it is my conviction that 
need to define just what is cri- 
in the situation, and that each 
teof us as US citizens needs to 
age for herself how even greater 
mes can be prevented. 

Iwant to say to you quite plainly 
mt the premeditated preparation 
the extinction of millions of 
@, women and children because they 
wpen to have been born in a cer- 
un country is preparation for the 
timate crime ever imagined by 
man beings, a crime that dwarfs 
je attempted genocide committed by 


le se convicted at Nuremberg. And 
preparation is precisely what 

=) :going on at the Strategic Air 

9. mimand headquarters, where all of 

e be targeting of US strategic nuclear 

e spons takes place. 

isa The Major question about this 


Mme is: is insanity a defense? 
fortunately I think that the evi- 
mce is that the men in control in 

le nuclear superpowers know quite 
early what they are doing, and are 
imming the possibility of such 
gtruction because they see the al- 
mative of loss of their power as 
meceptable. The system that piles 
wlear weapon upon weapon, and over- 
(1 upon overkill, may be irrational, 
those in charge are responsible 
rwhat they are doing. 

The logic--or illogic--of the sys- 
mis most clearly portrayed in the 


development of the neutron warhead. 
This weapon shows where the priori- 
ties of this country's leaders lie: 

a device that kills people and leaves 
property intact. 

But the neutron bomb is only a 
small part of an arsenal that has 
been designed not for defense, but 
for a first strike. Presidential 
Directive 59, issued by President 
Carter in the summer of 1980, confirms 
that the US is willing to use nuclear 
weapons first--as they did in World 
War Il--and that the US is willing 
to sacrifice the continent of Europe 
if need be, a possibility that 
leaves many Europeans less than en- 
thusiastic. : 

The nuclear superiority enjoyed 
by the United States has led to 


@ 


other crimes. The US has been able 
to intervene at will around the 
world for the last thirty-five 
years because of its power. The 
victims of the crime of Vietnam are 
still increasing. The Vietnamese 
people have still not recovered from 
the destruction wrought in that coun- 
try, and landmines continue to kill 
peasants working the land. The 
brutal government of Pol Pot in 
Cambodia was possible only because 
of US destabilizing of that country, 
and yet the US continues to maintain 
that his is the rightful government 
of Cambodia. And the death toll due 
to suicide of US veterans of Vietnam 
now exceeds the death toll of those 
Americans killed in combat. Ail of 
this made possible by US nuclear 
superiority. And the US government 
is now incorrigibly repeating its 
crime in Central America. 

The justification for the exis- 
tence of nuclear weapons is that 
they are for “defense”. Yet SAC was 
formed before any other country 
possessed nuclear weapons. And there 
is no defense against nuclear war. 
There is retaliation, the creation 
of more mega~Hiroshimas and the slow 
deaths of millions more due to 
radiation poisoning, but there is 
no defense. 

It is in this context that we 
would like to place our action correc- 
ting the sign at SAC. That sign is 
important because language is impor- 
tant. US nuclear policy depends upon 
the destruction of language and clear 
thinking. As E.P. Thompson, the 
British historian and disarmament 
activist, put it, 

The deaths of fifteen million 

fellow citizens ought not to 

be described as "disagreeable 

consequences”, A war confined 

to Europe ought not to be 

given the euphemisms “limited” 

or “theater”. The development 

of more deadly weapons, com- 

bined with menacing diplomatic 

postures and major new poli- 
tical and strategic decisions, 
ought not to be concealed 

within the anodyne tech- 

nological term of “modern- 

ization”, The threat to 

erase the major cities of 

Russia and East Europe 

ought not to trip easily off 


the tongue as “unaccep- 

table damage”. 
When we changed the word "peace" to 
“war'', we were attempting to slow ! 
the process of Newspeak, as George 
Orwell termed it in 1984. “War is ] 
peace” is the first slogan of Big 
Brother, in a language that care- 
fully limited the ability to think. 
The rationale for nuclear weapons 
and the nuclear arms race depends 
upon such thought control. Language 
is crucial for the cause of disar- 
mament because it is all we have-- 
we cannot threaten people, we cannot 
brainwash them, we can only persuade 


then, 
I am convinced that this hearing 


is about what we wrote much more than 

what we did. What would have been 

the response if we had written "Go 
Big Red"? Would the base authorities 
have bulldozed down the sign that | 
same night? Would we originally have 

been charged with a crime that carries 

a five-year sentence? I am convinced 

that it was because what we said was 

such a fundamental challenge to the 

thought process of the base that the 

reaction was one of characteristic 
overkill. 

Are these, then, extenuating cir- 
cumstances for the charge against me? 
I think not, There have been circum- 
stances throughout history when the 
good of society has been in conflict 
with the law of the state. The con- 
flict goes back at least as far as 
Antigone, when she made the distinc- 
tion between the laws of the state 
and the laws of nature. This country 
was founded as a result of such a 
conflict. As Eugene Debs put it in 
the anti-war speech for which he was | 
sent to prison earlier in this cen- 
tury, “If it had not been for the 
men and women who in the past have 
had the moral courage to go to jail, 
we would still be in the jungle.” 

There are times when each of us 
must choose between the law of the 
state and the good of society. I 
believe that the court must choose 
between the two in sentencing us here 
today. But I am unwilling to separate 
myself from what civil disobedience 
lawyers like to call "common criminals”. 
I believe it is the economic system 
of this country that leads to weapons 
like the neutron bomb, because the 
economic system makes things out of 
people, and puts property rights 
above human rights. Such is the 
tragedy of America, and it is the 
overcoming of such a contradiction 
between our democratic ideals and 
our economic structures that would 
make peace possible. Any society 
that wanted to deal seriously with 
crime would institute a policy of 
full employment. 

So I do not want to separate 
myself from those the state considers 
criminals, I am sorry only for not 
having confronted nuclear terrorism 
more effectively. I put my trust in 
the hope that I have been able to 
reach a few people, for only a strong 
werldwide movement of people will be 
able to challenge successfully the 
policy of nuclear blackmail that has 
this country and the world held hostage. 

Thank you for your time. 
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Draft Resistance Notes 


by Jerry Mehalovich 


The anti-draft movement both here 
and nationwide is healthier and more 
intense than ever. The first weekend 
in October there was a resistance 
gathering in Chicago. Conferences 
also took place in New York and in 
California as part of a national 
networking effort. I attended the one 
in Chicago along with Casper Ruby, 
Gary Eklund and Wayne Zebelman from 
Des Moines. A group of non-regis-— 
trants from Cedar Falls, including 
Brandon Weber, Jeff Patch and Barry 
Diederich, went with us. Altogether 
there was a very large group from 
Towa present at the conference. 
Brian Terrell ard Bill Thurston 
from the Davenport CW community, 
as were Rusty Martin and Vince 
Milot. About sixty or seventy people 
all told attended. 

Workshops were held on Saturday 
and Sunday. Subjects included 
Working in the High Schools, How 
to Choose a Lawyer, and Prison 
Experiences. A large discussion of 
future actions took place the 
second day. Throughout the weekend, 
resisters took advantage of the 
opportunity to get to know each 
other and hear movement news from 
around the midwest. About thirty 
public non-registrants gave short 
statements which were video-taped. 
At the east- and west-coast gather- 
ings similar tapes were made. These 
are being incorporated into a docur 
mentary film designed by the 
Selective Service Law Panel to be 
aired over cable television sometime 
in January. Over all, the conferences 
were a great success and very 
encouraging. 

During the week that followed, 
Acting US Attorney Kermit Anderson 
sent letters to myself as well as 
Stephe Andsager, Jeff and Gary, to 


notify us that prosecution had 
begun and that we had one last chance 
to register. After I had discussed 
the matter with lawyers, I knew in- 
dictment was inevitable. It had been 
my intention to register reather 
than serve a sentence, According to 
the prosecution policy of the Jus- 
tice Department, if I waited until 
indictment probation would be ad- 
vised. I don't want to be punished 
for registering--registration is 
Punishment in itself for being born 
in 1961. So on October 17 I regis- 
tered my name and address with 
Selective Service, It was anything 
but voluntary and caused me great 
pain. 

Meanwhile, Rusty Martin received 
notification from his DA that he had 
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been "constructively registered". 
The DA got Rusty's information from 
a Freedom of Information Act request 
form he filed with the FBI to find 
out the status of his file. 

Gary, Jeff and Stephe have not 
registered and are working on indi- 
vidual options. 

As soon as possible after indict- 
Ments are handed down there will be 
a mass demonstration. No one will go 
to trial alone and there are non- 
registrants who plan to be public in 
Solidarity with resisters being tried. 
Anyone interested should keep eyes 
and ears open for news of an indict- 
ment of non-registrants and prepare 
to act. 

In conclusion, I would like to 
point out that over a million young 
men have refused to register. Selec- 
tive Service admits 25% non-compliance 
at this time and Ronald Reagan praises 
the all-volunteer force. So why do 
we need registration? Because it is 
a necessary step if the United States 
is to be free to make war. They must 
force young men to fight for them. 
But whether you call it a national 
emergency, protecting our interests 
or limited nuclear exchange, it is 
still war, and war by any name smells 
as rancid, 


"And if thy brother be waxen 
poor, and fallen in decay with 
thee; then thou shalt relieve 
him: yea, though he be a stran- 
ger or Sojourner; that he may 
live with thee(Lev.25:35).” 


In Ancient Hebrew times, providing 
hospitality for anyone in need was 
part of the written Law. In fact, 
even before the written Law was given, 
it was considered a major obligation 
for all. There are many examples of 
this in Seripture. Abraham and Sarah 
entertained three angels and they 
themselves received gifts of bread 
and wine from Melchizedek, King of 
Salem, later considered a foretaste 
of the Eucharistic gifts given us 
by Jesus. Ezekiel considered the 
Sin that Sodom was destroyed for 
to be lack of hospitality and con- 
cem for the poor, not their 
sexual practices(Ez 16:49), And 
the prostitute Rahab gave Joshua's 
spies hospitality and was spared in 
the destruction of Jericho, not only 
by herself but with all her relatives. 

For some of us, much of our com- 
mitment to offer hospitality stems 
from just such Scripture examples 
and teachings. This commitment is 
deepened by what Jesus shows us, 
which is that our faith takes us 


beyond the Law to action rooted} 
love. 

Our faith is in God, and God's 
Spirit dwells in all people. If 
one truly believes this, then ts 
have faith in the Spirit is equl 
to having faith in all people, 
including yourself. Christ said, 
"Love your neighbor as yourself,” 

Love is love no matter where i 
is directed. It is present in yo 
through the grace of God, and is 
own language. If you love God, w 
love yourself; in a sense, you a 
hospitable to yourself, and so 
God, since God made you in God's 
own likeness. And you move out ff 
this love to love for every hunt 
We hope to love each other ina 
selfless, giving manner. Our actif 
then become the reflection of ow 
love rather than deeds performed? 
receive love. 

When I first came to the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker last year, 


I had a sense that there was ad 

tinct separation between staff na 
and the people who came to us asf 
guests. I lived here to proceed # 
the work of feeding the hungry at 
providing shelter for the homeles 
In time, though, I learned how inj 
quate this picture was. We've siz 
over and over how our guests provi 
better hospitality for each other 
than we do for them. Guests provyil 
hospitality for us, the "hosts", 2 
well. This is possible because tz 
hospitality comes from the heart 
can be manifested in many ways. 

I got yet another dose of this 
lesson not long ago. Before leayis 
Washington after deciding to ret 
to Des Moines, I visited Peter lag 
House, the CW in Seattle. One of? 
"guests" there was a young unmart 
woman with a two-month-old son, % 
greeted me warmly and showed me 
where things were located in the 
kitchen. It struck me that this # 
thought I was a guest--then it 7 
struck me: I was! We all are. 

Of course, coming home to Des 
Moines is once again coming to ca 
on with the work here, but at the 
same time there is more to it 
that. I came back just as much 
to live with others, with strang# 
and sojourners, in a simple way, 

So you see, doing hospitality 
no great mystery, except as loved 
a nystery. If we have faith in Gd 
and ourselves; we are equipped to 
hospitable to anyone we meet. Au 
because it doesn't require "expert 


the obligation of hospitality isuy 


limited to government organization 
or to a movement called the Catho 
Worker. It is the responsibility: 
all people who feel called to se 
Christ. 

Since it comes from the heart, 
from love, it takes an infinite 


number of forms. Maybe you smileaj™ 


a person. Maybe you offer someone 
a place at your table. It is not 
difficult to share of yourself ai 
allow others to share themselves, 
After all, as James teaches us, 
"The body dieS when it is separats 
from the Spirit, and in the same, 
faith is dead if it is separated 
from good works." 
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you | 1am finding it difficult, at this 
“se in the houses' history, to write 
comunity article. The reason is 
mt we have not achieved community 
1, fe. We have a staff; in fact, there 
from nine of us, seven living in Des 
bines and two out at the farm. But 
edo not form a community. This is 
_uumfortunate situation because we 
we the makings for a community 
have failed at creating one. 
What are these makings? First, 
ine beautiful, loving and caring 
ople with a common goal, to 
eve God by serving God's children 
mo need shelter, or food, or someone 
slisten to their problems. Second, 
ine very distinet individuals with 
ifferent strengths and weaknesses 
need to share their strengths 
ith each other and need support 
“wovercame their weaknesses. Third, 
. §place for nine people to live 
"ngether, a place for the sharing 
{ai support to occur. 
The main problem at our house is 
me of expectations and demands we 
= aye of one another, rather than 


ying to one another our understanding 
rrieq i support. The demands arise from 

She teed to be sure that we are doing 

" ‘st we claim to be doing, which is 

imarily hospitality. Unfortunately, 
s effect is often the opposite. 
se cannot do hospitality in the 
~sirit of the Catholic Worker without 
“amunity. It is precisely community 
ich distinguishes us from flophouses. 
could of course continue to share 
ir space with those in need, and 
could do it with extreme efficiency. 
could set a fixed number of days 
tour guests to stay before being 
tked to move on, and take no thought 


f the: 


is 
janet their individual sets of circum- 
tod ances. Operating with complete 


to be uiciency would enable us to claim 
ind larger number of people served 
lan we can now. As a staff provi- 


srts 
s not 26 this type of hospitality, we 
Longe wuld be no different than those who 


nolie H 50¢ from the downtrodden in 

, of wchange for a mattress to sleep on 

srVve night. 

This is not my idea of hospitality 

L, mn serving the poor, but it seems 
be the outcome when we fail to be 

_‘portive of one another in our 

erk. Without the caring and support 


of one another we cannot be a com- 
munity that invites its guests to 
share in our loving and caring, but 
rather just "the staff" that hands 
out the rules along with the sheets 
and towels. 

One might ask what difference it 
makes to the guests whether or not 
we are a community, as long as they 
have a place to stay? The answer is 
the difference between the Catholic 
Worker and the flophouses. 

First of all, it is important to 
relate to our guests in a loving 
Manner which dignifies their human: 
worth as children of God. This is 
difficult to do for approximately 
600 people a year when one is not 
feeling that same loving support 
from those one lives with all the 
time. 

In the context of the Catholic 
Worker as a movement, community may 
be even hore important because we 
should be an example to all communi- 
ties, the most common of which is 
the family unit. We must guard 
against being perceived as just 
another "charitable organization” 
whose business it is to do hospi- 
tality. We must demonstrate that 
any and every family, as a community, 
has the same responsibilities to 
care for the homeless and hungry as 
we do at the Worker, and that anyone 
can do it on some level. 

Our hope is to build a true comnu- 
nity for the future of our hospitality 
and as always we ask for your prayers 
in this venture. Meariwhile we go on 
about our business as busily as ever. 
Jerry tells about his draft activities 
elsewhere in this issue. Frank and I 
have been allowed to resume life as 
usual after being sentenced to one 
year's unsupervised probation. Heck 
also got a reprieve, in his case from 
the immigration authorities. In mid- 
October(on the same day his other visa 
expired! he got an extension till 
April. He keeps slogging away at his 
English classes at DMACC. Norman is 
still keeping watch by night over the 
slowly rising Lazarus House. Kristin 
has just returned from the Pentagon; 
her article will tell all about the 


women's action there. And Duane has 
taken Lydia's place as our resident 
seeker after the secret of how to 

be in two places at once. Down at 
Rosemount, Richard and Mike are 
settling in for the winter, having 
at last obtained a heat source in 
the form of two portable kerosene 
stoves(once again Richard has shared 
the fruits of his years in Japan: 

he claims the smell of kerosene takes 
him back to his childhood there). 
Details of this excursion into 
"appropriate technology"are gladly 
given on request: by either of our 
"farmers". 

Last but not least, we are all 
anxiously awaiting, with Teri, the 
birth of the newest member of our 
household. Teri is due to deliver 
on December 31. 

And in closing, may I share 
a prayer that this Advent season 
may help us to gain new insights 
into the building of the King2om 
of the child who once again is to 
be born. 


WOMEN’S PENTAGON ACTION 
by Kristin Layng 


November 13-17, four of us from 
Des Moines, myself, Jacquee Dickey, 
Helen Tichy, and Jan Hussman, took 
a trip to Washington, DC for the 
second Women's Pentagon Action. It 
was one of the most fascinating 
experiences I can remember. Three 
thousand women came together for the 
two-day event, bonded together by 
the common experience of being women 
in a men's world--a world which men 
are threatening to destroy. 

We got to Washington Sunday 
morning, exhausted from two days 
driving(with one brief stop in 
Columbus Ohio, to visit with 
Patience and Michael Wehle and to 
sleep for a couple of hours). 

While in Washington, we were 
guests of LeeAnn Irwin, whom many 
of our readers will remember as 
the first organizer of the Ligutti 
Community Garden during the summer 
she spent with us a couple of years 
back, She is now working for the 
National Moratorium on Prison Con- 
struction in DC. 

During that first morning(which 
we slept through)the women held 
workshops and discussion groups at 
the Washington Colosseum, the only 
place large enough to hold them all. 
There were workshops on Latin America, 
feminism, music, and many other topics. 

In the afternoon we marched en 
masse to the Air and Space Museum 
where replicas of the Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki bombs are displayed. The 
march was beautiful, as was the demon- 
stration in front of the museun. 
Creative juices had been flowing and 
women carried tapestry banners and 
god's-eyes and sang songs. The fact 
that it was a wemen"s march really 
made a difference in the flavor of 
the event. Emphasis was placed on 
the creative and the emotional 
rather than on the pedantic and the 
rhetorical. There were no traditional 
speeches at the demonstration, no 
big-name activists telling us what 
we already knew--that nuclear war is 
madness. 

The next day, Monday, we met 
again, this time to march through 
Arlington National Cemetery to the 
Pentagon itself. There we had a 
ceremony on the parade ground, 
moving symbolically through the 
traditional stages of grief: 
mourning, when we planted tombstones 
for the women who have died as vic- 
tims of violence; rage, when we real- 
ized the connection of the Pentagon 
with this-violence and shouted our 
anger and defiance, when we encir- 
Cled the,Pentagon with a web of yar 
and cloth as well as our bodies. 

Then 102 of the women did civil 
disobedience by blocking the doors 
of the building with webs and with 
their bodies. They were arrested; 
many were released later in the day. 
They will go to trial in December. 
LeeAnn was one of those arrested and 
released. We hope she will keep us 
informed of the trial and its 
outcome. 
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CW POSITIONS EXPLAINED 


by Richard Cleaver 


As King he claims dominion 
over all creation, that he may 
present to you, his almighty 
Father, an eternal and wniversal 
Kingdom: a Kingdom of truth and 
life, a Kingdom of holiness and 
grace, a Kingdom of jpstice, 
love and peace, . 

--Preface of Christ the King 


In the last issue we discussed 
the economic position of the Catholic 
Worker movement. Talking about that 
separately from a discussion of the 
political structures of a society is 
artificial, since the political sys- 
tem serves to regulate economic prac- 
tice and at the same time justify it, 
while the economic arrangements fuel 
the political power. Given such an 
intimate connection, this part of our 
series may best be read as a continu- 
ation of Part 1. 

It is fitting that the section on 
political structures should come just 
now. As I write this, we have just 
celebrated the feast of Christ the 
King, the last Sunday of the litur- 
gical year. For Catholic Workers, 
and all who place their lives’ in 
Christ's hands, we pledge once again 
our allegiance to the King whose 
“dominion over all creation" makes 
any earthly allegiance meaningless. 
The feast asks us to consider whether 
we truly act as if we believed that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, and to examine 
what we have done to bring about the 
Kingdom we pray for in the Lord’s 
Prayer, @ Kingdom of truth and 
life, a Kingdom of holiness and 
grace, a Kingdom of justice, love 
and peace, 

Most people today take it for 
granted that this Kingdom is to be 
achieved either by participating in 
what is commonly(if absent-mindedly) 
called "the democratic process": or 
else, in countries where that does 
not exist or has become a mockery, 
to overthrow one regime and replace 
it with another where it is assumed 
(rather naively)that "the democratic 
process” will come into play. No 
amount of studying the history of 
political revolutions seems to be 
able to convince people of the 
baselessness of this assumption. 

We don't even really examine that 
phrase, “democratic process". Pre- 
sumably it means the rule of the 
majority, tempered, we hope, by a 
concern for the rights of minorities 
and free access to what is now referred 
to as "the marketplace of ideas". 
(What is the going rate for an idea 
these days? And what is the percen- 
tage of inflation compared to last 
year's ideas?)The Kingdom then becomes 
the Jeffersonian commonwealth, or 

the classless societys; or even the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. 

In spite of the fact that the 
churches have gone along with this 
notion in greater or lesser degrees 
ever since Constantine, Catholic 
Workers are among those who denounce 
this view as blasphemy. For us, all 
complicity with states is a kind of 
idolatry, putting human institutions 
in the place reserved for the King 
of all, the risen Lord. Not only 
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that, but we see states as the chief 
supporters and agents of violence 

and injustice, established and main- 
tained to protect wealth and privi- 
lege. Even the most "democratic" of 
states is guilty of this. As Thoreau 
wrote, “A government in which the 
Majority rule in all-cases cannot be 
based on justice.” But for a Christian, 
establishing justice is, as the 

Synod of Bishops proclaimed in 1974, 

"a constitutive dimension” of preaching 
the Gospel. So for us the struggle 

for justice must take precedence 

over any governmental systen, 

This position is often called 
Christian anarchism. There may be 
other words that describe out posi- 
tion more clearly and carry with 
them less emotional freight. Still, 
since this is the usual term, let's 
look at what is meant by it. 

This is easier said than done, 
because unlike some political theories, 
anarchism is not one thing. There is 
no single “line”, no founder whose 
works can be pored over by devout 
disciples to produce some dogma. If 
there were, Christians who can only 
be disciples of Christ could not. 
subscribe to it. But anarchism is 
really just a tendency to- be suspicious 
of big institutions and of the domi- 
nation of one person by another; it 
is a belief that what holds societies 


together is not force and fear of 


punishment but the cultivation of an 
ever-increasing dispostion to be ser- 
vant to all, that mutual assistance 
and not competition leads to a better 
life for all. Emma Goldman described 
anarchism as “the philosophy of a new 
social order based on the released: 
energies of the individual and the 
free association of liberated indi- 
viduals." For her anarchism, far 
from being a dogmatic:system, was 
simply a “beautiful idea". For the 
Spaniards who died for it before and 
during the Civil War, it was "the 
idea”. 

Compare all this with Jesus’ con- 
stant teaching that the one who 
wishes to be greatest must be the 
servant of all, a teaching he consi- 
dered so central that at the Last 
Supper he gave his friends not only 
the Eucharist but the example of the 
Lord of all washing the feet of his 
followers. Recall, during this 
Advent season, the triumphant cry 
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of the prophet Zechariah, 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter 

of Zion! Shout aloud, O daugh- 

ter of Jerusalem! Lo, your 

king comes to youg triumphant 

and victorious is he, humble 

and riding on an ass, ona 

colt, the foal of an ass. I 

will cut off the chariot fron 

Ephraim, and the war horse 

from Jerusalem, and the battle 

bow shall be cut off, , 
Christ is our King, no earthly rule 
but Christ is no commander of armies} 
instead our King is "humble", the 


suffering servant who "has borne our § 
griefs". "And with his stripes we ar 
healed." : 

It is often claimed that Paul's 
instructions ‘in Romans 13 and else- 
where require us to be "good citizens 
and support:our government. Jim Duberl 
essay on this subject, on page i of 
this issue, takes better care of this 
argument than there is space for her, 
in passing, though, it should be 
pointed out that we are citizens of 
the Kingdom, and if we truly have 
rendered to God what is our due as 
citizens, there is no room left for 
allegiance to Caesar. In any. case, 
“submission”, a passive sufferance 
of another's power, is a far cry fro 
“support”, an active approval of 
and complicity in that power. 

In fact, God made it plain to a 
Samuel that God regarded Israel's i 
demand for a central government to 
be an apostasy, a defection fron i 
trust in God to follow the corrupt f 
customs of "the nations". In I Samuel: 
8, the people are clamoring for a 1 
king. Samuel turns to God for guid- 
ance and receives the reply, “They 
have rejected me from being king 
over them.” God instructs Samuel 
to warn them what they are in for: . 
"These will be the ways of the king J] 
who will reign over you: he will 
take your sons and appoint them to 
his chariots....He will take your 
daughters to be perfumers and cooks, 
+eeHe will take the tenth of your 
grain” and the best of everything, 
and the result? "You shall be his 
slaves.“ Still the people demand a 
King, partly to be “like the other 
nations”, partly it seems from sheer 
laziness. It is getting harder to 
live justly and the memory of God's 
liberating work is fading. 

We too feel this way. What it 
boils down to is we consider it in- 
possible to live in justiee as Christ 
asks, so we give up--the deadly sin 
of sloth. : < ' 

Maybe one reason we give up is : 
a sense of hopelessness. But Paul 
reminds us that we have been bap- 


j i 


Af ( Ai 


ne 


2: POLITICAL STRUCTURES 


ized into Christ and thereby have 

frome Members of his body. We are 

» longer alone, left to our own de- 
es. Belief in the Mystical Body 

fChrist 1s central to our lives 

% Catholic Workers. Because of it 

¢can continue year in and year out 

mening our homes to strangers. Be- 
e of it we can confront those who 

re preparing for war and do our 

tity In love to convinee them of 

heir error. And because of it we 

mn trust that beneath the broken- 

uss of the people we meet, the 

mokenness that makes then hard, 

meedy, selfish and violent, there 

40 1s a limb of Christ's body. Like 

me Russian Orthodox, we see the 

turch, indeed the whole of humanity, 

wt as a hierarchy ruling a passive 

eple, but a sobornost", an organisn, 

uity, an ingathering of varied, 

ven contradictory, personalities, 

bmed into a harmonious whole, 


mM 


Since we talk about the Body of 
trist so much, folks often think we 

t limiting our belief in the good- 
sss of human beings to Christians, 
felse simply replacing the State 

ith the Church as some medieval Popes 
tied to do. On the contrary, we see 
mat throughout history there has 


_¥ an outward movement of God's 


el 


we, from particular people like 
Mahal, to whole nations like Is- 
el, and finakly to the whole world, 
ten the Church tries to take on the 
ples of authority, it loses its 
semblance to the suffering servant 
mse body it 1s. We look instead to 
te Church where it takes up the Cross 
fin, especially in Latin America 
a Korea, and refuses to serve the 
wers of this world by explaining 

ay God*s liberating acts and Christ's 
mmises of justice. 

We live as we do precisely because 
@believe those promises. We believe 
mt joy comes from giving, not hoar- 
ing--thus we have no need of protec- 
don for our things. We believe that 
y comes from loving actively--thus 
ehave no need to hire others to 
charity". We believe that joy 

from letting love cast out fear-- 
us we have no need of violence, and 
pneed to hire others, police or 
mdiers, to do our violence for us. 
verse of “The Hobo's Lullaby" comes 
minds "I know the police cause you 
muble;/they cause trouble every- 
)#re. /When you die and go to heaven/ 
wre'll be no policemen there," But 
believe “the Kingdom of God is at 
ni"r-not something you get only 
you die, but “at hand", All 
ihave to do is reach out for it, 
Welive in the Kingdom already, and 
@ %t makes us strangers in all the 
aeioms of the earth, 
s That's all very nice," I hear you 


say, "but the real world doesn't work 
that way." This is a very common ob- 
jection but it has never Made sense 
to me, It is plain to see that the 
"real world" as it is now governed 
doesn't work at all. As states get 
stronger, violence increases every- 
where. We have no safety in our per- 
Sons or our goods. We have no secur- 
ity from the utter destruction of 
nuclear warfare. We have no assurance 
of adequate food or clothing or shel- 
ter unless we are rich or powerful 
enough to thumb our noses at the 
State anyway. What else is the state 
Supposed to be for but to guarantee 
these things--yet as it takes on 

more and more power, and takes away 
more and more money, it performs its 
functions less and less, It appears 
that the state doesn't “work"--but 

we are so used to that, we don't 
question it. 

Oddly enough it seems to be those 
Most concerned for peace and justice 
who turn most quickly to the state 
for solutions, Legalize this, outlaw 
that, and all will be well. What has 
become of Paul's teaching, “All who 
rely on the works of the law are 
under a curse"? Law cannot cover all 
cases, so it's bound to become a 
Source of injustice, a "curse". The 
true Law is written on our hearts; 
that law is the law of love, and 
because of it James can teil us, 

“So speak and so act as those who 
are to be judged under the law of 
liberty, for judgment is without 
mercy to one who has shown no 
mercy; yet mercy triumphs over 
judgment." Thoreau put it more 
simply: "It is not desirable to 
cultivate a respect for the law, so 
much as for the right," 

Of course for those who believe 
(back to Part 1 again! )that economic 
prosperity is the answer to everything, 
an error Pope John Paul II has 
called “economism" in his recent en- 
cyclical, perhaps the benefits of 
a strong state to run the economy 
seem Clearer; but while a decent 
living is necessary to human dignity, 
it is not the goal of life. “Hearts 


Starve as well as bodies; give us 
bread, but give us roses," 

“Well, then, if you don"t think 
the system works as it is, what will 
you put in its place?" Pirst off, 
we would not, even if we could, “put" 
anything anywhere, Imposing a new 
system will not Change anything, And 
nothing will change if we continue 
to teach people not to trust then- 
selves to be able to take care of 
themselves, but to leave it to Big 
Brother. Once we learn to trust our- 


selves, we can begin to trust one 
another. If laziness is the source 
of the state, fear is surely the fuel. 
The reason wars and insurrections 
have played such a big part in the 
history of revolution is that in 
such times of crisis, conditions 
force people to put fear aside and 
trust themselves and each other to 
take care of the necessities of life. 
At such times it is clear what the 
common good requires and initiative 
comes forth to serve it. 

This is not only true in times of 
social dislocation, though. If we 
look around us we see everywhere 
examples of decentralized, voluntary 
groups fulfilling important social 
functions. Volunteer fire departments, 
symphony orchestras, service clubs 
and church schools are all such 
groups. Labor unions are very power- 
ful groups that arose not only inde- 
pendent of but against the active 
resistance of governments, and they 
could perform many of the economic 
funetions of a society composed of 
free associations, Neighborhood and 
block committess such as many cities 
already have could take over many 
other services, 

The beginnings of a society free 
of state tyranny are already every 
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where, It is enough to strenthen then, 
to rely on them and on individuals 
to do what needs to be done. The 
Popes since Leo XIII have admonished 
us to let intermediary groups per- 


form all possible functions of soci- 
ety. Pius XI called this principle 
“subsidiarity” and it has been part 
of papad teaching ever since: "It is 
an injustice and at the same time a 
6rave evil and a disturbance of right 
order, to transfer to the larger and 
higher collectivity functions which 
can be performed and provided for by 
lesser and subordinate bodies," 

To be sure, this is a risky path 
to take--but no more so than. the Path 
to global destruction the states have 
brought us to. And in any case, it 
is a risk that Christians find in 
the very act of proclaiming Jesus 
Christ is Lord. In giving ourselves up 
to God, however; in trusting God's 
promises; in knowing that God's 
faithfulness will prevail; in this 
we find freedom. And as Pope John 
XXIII taught us, "Human society is 
realized in freedom, that is to say, 
in ways and means in keeping with 
the dignity of its citizens, who 
accept the responsibility of their 
actions, precisely because they are 
by nature rational beings," 

We don"t promise a world without 
suffering. We don't even promise a 
world without! injustice. But we do 
promise a world where injustice is 
not. the grease that makes the wheels 
turn. And Christ promises us in 
return “a Kingdom of truth and lifes 
a Kingdom of holiness and grace; a 
Kingdom of justice, love and peace.” 
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FREEDOM 


On November 10 in Federal Court 
in Omaha, Judge Robinson sentenced 


Bill Douglas, John Hutchens and myself 


to one year's unsupervised probation 
with a special stipulation that we 
pay $320 to SAC for its sign by 
September 30, 1982. The judge did 
this in spite of our telling the 
court we did not intend to pay for 
the sign now or at any future date. 


It was clear to everyone in the court- 


room that the judge was in a very 
difficult position. He did not want 
to send us to jail but he felt obli- 
gated to protect property. Weighing 
heavily on his mind were the many 
letters of support written on our 
behalf, like Bishop Dingman's which 
said, "We are drifting into an 
America that will be prone to deny 
freedoms to our individual citizens. 
eeolt seems to me that we here in 
the United States can afford to give 
maximum opportunity for the expres- 
sion of opinions, even when they 
sometimes result in actions that go 
against the law." Judge Robinson 
showed his sympathy to our position 
after Bill Douglas completed his 
fine statement to the court(full 
text on page 3). The judge responded, 
"That's quite a statement, but I'm 
afraid it should be addressed to a 


higher power than the judge presiding 


in this court, perhaps the Congress. 
I suppose a much higher power than 
that could grant relief." 

At the same time, the judge could 
not bring himself to abandon his 
sense of obligation to protect 
property. In effect, he postponed 
the whole affair until September 
of 1982, when most likely another 
judge will have to deal with the 
property issue. All of this is yet 
another bit of evidence for our 
belief that laws exist primarily 
to protect wealth, not people. In 
any case, as far as I am concerned 
the question will probably be moot 
before then, since I am sure to risk 
arrest and break probation. As I see 


it, I'm playing my last "get out of 


jail” card. For the time being, though, 


I've decided not to risk arrest 
until Lazarus House is finished. 
Lazarus House 

Lazarus House is moving right 
along, although it seems more like 
a snail's pace, expecially when we 
turn so many folks away because of 
lack of space, either for housing or 
for feeding the growing numbers of 
those in need. The lastest update on 
our vision for the houses once this 
project is completed is: Lazarus 
House will be used exclusively for 
hospitality for women and families; 
Ligutti House will become staff 
housing and an expanded Peace and 
Justice Genter; and the present 
CW house will be turned over to 
Duane Grady, our one Brethren staff 
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what’s 
happening 


by Frank Cordaro 


person, who hopes to start a 
Brethren counterpart to the CW with 
a much needed soup kitchen and more 
long-term hospitality. 

-Helping us edge ever closer to 
our goal these past couple of months 
has been the Dowling High School 
fall project B.A.S.H.(Build A Shelter 
House). The school community raised 
$3600, most of which has been used 
to refubish the furnace and help with 
the insulation. A number of students 
still make the effort of dropping by 
to help out; they promise to paint 
a few rooms once they are ready. A 
big thanks is due to Fr. Bob Chamber- 
lain for lining us up with an in-town 
ear. The Figenshaw family had an ex- 
tra car they were willing to donate 


to the Fall Project and Fr. Bob directed 


it our way. It is a big old Chrysler 
that will suit our needs around the 
city just fine. 

With the extra money from our last 
appeal we have been able to hire 
Charlie DeCarlo to do some carpentry 
work and help pour the basement floor. 
We are no longer a barn! We are still 
in need of most of the plumbing, 
although Fr. John Zeitler and Ed 
Geidraitis are moving closer to put- 
ting in our basement bathroom-- 
Norman will be pleased when that 
happens. Our now-standard appeal 
must still be made: HELP! We still 
need money to keep the rehab effort 
afloat. We still need skilled helpers 
(plumbers, electricians, carpenters). 
The sooner we can complete Lazarus 
House the sooner we'll be able to 
meet the growing needs for food and 
shelter of the people who come to 
our door. ; 

Catholic Worker Land Trust 

We just recently formed the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker Land Trust, 
signing over to it the three proper- 
ties, They are thus no longer the 
private property of Fr. Dave Polich 
and myself. Instead they belong to 
a trust whose sole purpose is "to 
further the aims and goals of the 
Catholic Worker Movement as expressed 
by Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin. To 
that end the Trustees shall use the 
Trust Estate to provide hospitality 
and refuge to the poor and oppressed 
and to provide a location for the 
Catholic Worker Community." For us 
who do not believe in private proper- 
ty or corporations this form of 
ownership seems to fit our needs 


best. We do not like the sole decision- 


making power over the properties to 

be in the hands of individuals. The 

Trust allows us to make decisions 

about the property and its future 

as the CW here evolves without being 

dependent on one or two people. 
There are five trustees: Lydia 


Caros, Richard Cleaver, Frank Cordaro, 


John Giudicessi, and Fr. Dave Polich. 
We have talked about doing this for 
some time and we are most grateful 

to John Giudicessi(better known as 
Daniel Boone)for doing the legal work, 


and to the folks at Sheep Ranch 

CW Farm for leading the way and 

sharing with us their process for 

setting up a trust. Anyone who 

wants a copy may write to us and 

we'll be glad to send one out. 
Past Events 

The statewide meeting of the 
Committees in Solidarity with El 
Salvador was held here in early 
October. The meeting was held at 
the Friends' Meeting House, and we 
served as a clearinghouse for hospi- 
tality. It was great to see our 
friends from Dubuque again. Two 
points of information from the meeting 
should be passed on. Fr. Mike 
Colonnese is planning to leave 
the country this May or June to go 
to where he can help more directly 
with the struggle. We are going to 
miss him sorely, but we're sure we 
can continue to count on his guidance 
from his new setting. 

Also, in keeping with the broaden- 
ing of the struggle, the group has 
changed its name to Committees of 
Solidarity with Central America 
(COSCA). It is becoming clearer that 
the struggle in El Salvador cannot 
be separated from similar events in 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica and Panama. We've got to see 
this region as a whole; the Pentagon 
and General Haig do. 

George Bush made a whirlwind visit 
to Iowa November 6 with stops in Ames 
and Des Moines. We greeted the VP in 
Des Moines with a "counter-gathering’ 
at St. Ambrose Cathedral to hear 
speakers from a variety of concerns, 
representing, basically the same 
constituencies that gathered last 
September 19 in Washington, DC, for 
Solidarity Day, when over 300,000 
people managed to be ignored by the 
Reagan administration. Our effort 
was not much different. There were 
400 folks who filed out of the cathe 
ral and marched past the Marriott 
Hotel chanting and singing. We inten- 
ded to deliver a statement to the VP 
but were ignored by the Secret Servits 
Of course the VP himself was nowhere 
to be seen: he was busy enjoying the 
$125-a-plate meal put on by the 
Republicans. We marched back to the 
cathedral for a more affordable meal- 
a soup line put out be the retirees 
of the UAW. It was a good day. Many 
folks we have never been together 
with before were there. Nothing is 
better for politicization than 
being ignored. But you can't stay 
hidden from the people for ever, 
Messrs. Bush and Reagan--we're 
catching on to yoUsons 

A number of us made a couple of 
trips to Fort Madison recently to 


protest the extended lock-down at 
the prison. This has been in effect 
since the riot which killed one 
prisoner last September 2. We were 

a motley group the first Sunday; | 
about 35 folks seemed outnumbered by 
;the press. The second Sunday we 
doubled our numbers. We were greeted 
along the march by a counter-demon- 
stration of family members of the 
‘prison guards. It sure hurt to see 
the two groups of families on opposii 
sides. Many of us felt we had more 


in common than the situation indicated. 


Mi the families are concerned about 
prison saftey, 

Rev. Bob Cook of Hansen House was 
the main organizer of the rallies, 
fe hopes to be putting out a news- 
letter for the men at the Fort and 
anyone else interested in prison 
teform in Iowa. If you want to be on 

tis mailing list, his address is: 
9) 1521 6th Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50314, 
| I should mention that the Bush 

' and Fort Madison events have brought 
‘ to the public eye the talents of 

} fistin Layng as singer and song- 
g witer. Her song, "When You're All 
Alone," became the hit of the Fort 
Madison rallies. Cook described her 
as “our own Joan Baez", 

Veteran's Day was remembered here 
in Des Moines with a potluck social 
for area peace people, It was planned 


ty the local WILPF Chapter and friends. 


fusic was provided by Joe Taschetta _ 
and Peace Awards were given to four 
people for their contribution to the 
tovement: Bishop Dingman, Larry 
Hutchinson, Jacquee Dickey and me, 
About seventy people were on hand 
and a good time was had by all. 
Visitors 
The last couple of months brought 
2 large number of old and new friends 
our way. Bill and Gene Durland Stopped 
ty with their young son. They were 
ti their way to the regional FOR 
Reeting and took time to give a 
workshop on war tax resistance at 
the Stover Memorial Church of the 
frethren. They run the Center on 
law and Pacifism(PO Box 1584, Colo- 
mado Springs, CO 80901 )and are hoping 
to move out of the city and start a 
tural collective based on CW models, 
Our old delightful friend Igal 
foodenko dropped in on us one Friday 
tight. We wasted little time turning 
wer to him the discussion after Mass, 
tot to mention renewing our acquain- 
tauce with him and his limericks for 
the remainder of the weekend before 
he moved on to Cedar Falls to continue 
fis annual speaking tour. He spends 
the rest of his time in New York 
working for thé War Resisters League. 
Jake Edwards stopped by the house 
aid helped out with some of the work 
wn Lazarus House. He is the regional 
irganizer for the Industrial Workers 
i? the World, The IWW was one of 
brothy'’s favorite groups, a union 
that never succumbed to nationalism 
tut held to the position that working 
people of the world had no vested 
interest to justify fighting the 
wper classes" wars. They were a 
formidable union prior to World War 
I, and now, after a period of eclipse 
fue to red-baiters’ efforts, is 
mjoying a comeback, For more infor- 
tation, write Jake at Box 382, Sioux 
fapids, IA 50585, 
While talking on militarism and 
the draft in the area, Harold Jordan 
siayed with us a couple of days. 
farold used to work for the national 
lobe and now is with STP(Stop the 
tntagon/Save the People). He plans 
% concentrate on organizing folks 
ilready in the military, and told 
is at some length about how the GI 
myement contributed to ending the 
wr in Vietnam. He's got his job 
tut out for him--we wish him luck! 
Spending the night on his way 
tack to Boulder was Forrest Williams, 
a philosophy teacher at the University 
@ Colorado these past 25 years. I 
fitst met him when Jacquee and I 
vere with him on the tracks at Rocky 


Flats. Forrest made a special effort 
to stop in Des Moines because he 
wanted to see a Vietnamese doctor 
friend he met while working in a 
tefugee camp in Thailand last summer, 
It was good to hear first hand of 
some of the conditions there, A 

war never really ends, not in one 
generation, or two or three--or 

ever. 

Brian Terrell and Bets Keenan 
from the Davenport house came to 
spend a weekend at the farm. They 
plan to get married January 16. We 
all look forward to this festive 
event. Speaking of marriages, Tim 
Heller, a former community member, 
dropped by with his new fiancee, He 
and Sandy are in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
where he teaches and she is @ commu- 
nity organizer, 

Fr. Jerry Stooky, OP, from Denver, 
spent the night with us on his way 
to an El Salvador organizing meeting 
in Chicago. I went to school with 
Jerry at Aquinas Institute in Dubuque, 
and we met up again at Rocky Flats, 
Jerry spent a year in Mexico and then 
returned to Denver where he is on 
the staff of a Peace and Justice 
Center. And we enjoyed spending a 
long weekend with Mary Harren from 
Wichita. She and her small but valiant 
band of CW types are about the only 
Signs of resistance in the Church in 
Wichita, where the military is a 
dominant presence. Besides the large 
Boeing plant there are a number of 
Titan II missile silos which are to 
be rebuilt for the MK, Mary brought 
along her friend Monty who plans to 
meet up with us at SAC for the action 
December 28 and then come back here 
to check us out, 

Returning to us to have her baby 
here at the house is Teri Friel, The 
baby is due December 31. John Hutchens 
has been accompanying her to her 
natural childbirth classes as her 
Second. Does that mean he has the 
baby if anything happens to Teri? 

Our friend Peter DeMott, who is 
scheduled for release in January, 
has a new address: Peter DeMott 
#10891, PO 1000 R 5/6, Montgomery, 

PA 17752. And this past week Marilyn 
Nevins(whom some of you may remember 
as Jell-O Marilyn)rejoined us, It 
was not long before we were treated 
to her first creation. 


Elsewhere in this issue our read- 
ers Will find tales of Kristin's 
trip to the Women's Pentagon Action 
and Jerry's to Chicago. I have made 
trips during the past month to Dubuque 
and to Sheldon to show the CW slide- 
show and talk about the arms race, 
Fr. Bob Beck and John Shoup were my 
gracious hosts. I'd like to set up 
more trips in the future. We have a 
good slide-show and I love getting a 


28: Holy Innocents 


The Feast will be celebrated again 
this year at SAC headquarters, We 
are planning a two-day retreat and 
community—building experience in 
Omaha on the 26th and 27th, to be 
followed by a Peace Witness(details 
to be worked out during the retreat), 
Anyone interested in attending the 
retreat and action, get ahold of us 
here at the CW, (515)243-0765. 


free meal. Since I'm not planning on 
getting busted for awhile my future 
can be planned with a little more 
certainty. Giving talks gets me out 
of the house for a rest, something 

I don't do too well at otherwise. 
Feel free to call and set up a time. 
All I ask is that you cover expenses, 
Richard is also a veteran of the CW 
Slide-show and also has his own 
presentation about the bombings and 
commemorations of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, based on his time in Japan. 
Kristin and Mike have also worked up 
2 presentation on the draft they 

are willing to give to whoever is 
interested. Asking us to come and 
speak is one of the vital ways we 
can share our ministry with you. 

We have recently experienced a 
number of thefts. We are all now a 
little more conscious of keeping 
doors locked but in the meantime we 
have lost our electric typewriter, 
slide projector, cassette tape player, 
a couple of clock radios, cameras 
and assorted clothing. The clothes 
can be replaced from St. Vincent's 
or DAV but the electronic stuff 
will have to come from somewhere 
else. If you have one of the above 
you might be willing to part with, 
it would be appreciated, 

As I write these final lines, 
Richard has made it back to the city 
for the two-day marathon of editing, 
typing and laying out this issue. 
Thanksgiving has come and gone and 
our basement is full of canned goods 
generously given by a number of 
churches and Catholic schools in 
the area. It is either feast or 


famine here at the CW and we are heading 


into the feasting cycle. Everyone 
seems to be coming down with colds 
and flu, a sign of winter setting in. 
We will be remembering the four 
American women who died in El 
Salvador last year at a special 

Mass at St. Anthony's, and we 

are also mindful of the death of 
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Dorothy Day last November 29. 
As for me, I'n approaching my 
Sixth Christmas here. A few days ago 
Don Barnebey came through again. He 
Was with us our first Christmas. At 
that time he was still running away 
from the Feds for draft violation, 

and was a Godsend--I was the only 
one here as Joe DaVia was with his 
folks in Detroit. We must have had 
eight kids below ten in the house 
and Don had.a special way with kids, 
He hasn't changed much in the last 
five years--still looking for the 
perfect community. The draft charge 
Was dropped long ago. It struck me 
that Don has been on the move all 
these years with little change and 

I have stayed in one Place, changing 
all the time, A fitting thought for 
Advent. It is not easy to stay in 
one place; you have to recommit your- 
self periodically, Advent is a good 
time for doing that, because the 
Christ Child comes anew every year. 


September be » 1981 


Dear Frank, 

I've been doing a lot of thinking 
lately about some things I've read 
and about these people with whom 
I'm living(at Grinnell College--Hds, 
note). (These are random thoughts 
and do not necessarily completely 
reflect my beliefs.) 

I had/got to read The Trumpet of 
Conscience for my tutorial and I've 
been giving a lot of thought to what 
Martin Luther King said about the 
youth of the 1960's. At first, I 
lamented the fact(and still do)that 
"kids" today are no longer active 
and decided that "they just don't care 


any more about anything but themselves" 


and that “they are not aware of the 
danger of nuclear war or of the in- 
justice in the world". These hypo- 
theses, I think, were wrong. Young 
people today feel the same way about 


nuclear war as their 60's counter- 
parts did--that is to say, helpless 
and unable to change such a tremen- 
dous force by themselves(or even in 
solidarity with a relatively large 
group of people). However, though 
these kids may feel the same way as 
those of the 60's, they react in a 
Manner completely opposed to that 
which called for a “revolution of 
values"(as MLK termed it). Instead 

of talking about mobilizing a struggle 
against the system, they say things 
like, "Well, there's nothing you can 
do about it so don't worry about it." 
These last four words are crucial 
when trying to understand this _ 
generation(my generation, alas) 
because they explain, very simply, 
the new materialism, the new 
struggle to get ahead. They say that, 
while there is a very pressing and 
admittedly frightening danger hang- 
ing over the world and while there 
are tremendous injustices being com- 
mitted by the very organizations 
supported by Americans(though today's 
youth is less aware of these injus- 
tices because they do not touch them 
directly), it is best to ignore these 
evils and to concentrate on other 
things("things" too is an important 
am: In other words, we have today, 
a whole new group of “escapists". We 
have turned exactly 180° so that, 
instead of excaping out of society 
(as did the youth MLK talked about) 
our youth escapes into it. 

My roommate and other "girls" 
(they would not object to this term) 
on my floor spend their days playing 
with their trinkets and talking about 
frivolous things while the world 
passes by needing desperately aware- 
ness of its evils especially by those 
who cause them in such vast propor- 
tions as do Americans. These "girls" 
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become incredibly excited over things 
like "cute" posters and stuffed toys 
and even shoelaces(!)in place of get- 
ting excited about hundreds of pro- 
testers at a nuclear plant or getting 
angry about something as close to home 
as the MX missile. (Thank God for 
the capitalist system that takes our 
minds off bad, depressing things and 
focusses them on nice, expensive 
things!) 

Anyway, enough of the problem. By 
was of a solution, I must say that 
it is important to have the same 
hope that MLK had(the same hope that 
I heard Richard defining one day-- 
quoting someone--so beautifully: 
not that good will come about but 
that good will do the right thing). 
Having this true hope, then, 
makes action absolutely imperative. 
(And, action being required, 
love becomes imperative, of course. ) 
Not only do we need to do this "good", 
this “action”, in order to begin the 
process of bringing about the "right 
thing" but we need to do this action 
because we love and we feel that 
those we love must learn the beauty 
of action rather than stagnate in 
their sad lives of materialism(which 
attest to despair more than the lives 
of the "hippies" of the 60's who at 
least attempted to find a better 
life in their escaping), 

: Peace, 
Janette Funaro 

(Eds. note--Janette is a 1981 
graduate of Dowling High School and 
a freshman at Grinnell College-- 
as Well as a dear friend of the 
Des Moines CW. ) 


written about EMP. bombs. These are 


Dear Editor, 

Recent speculative plans for te 
MX system make no mention of new 
technology. The Science News and 
The Wall Street Journal have both 


electromagnetic pulse bombs of hig 
voltage that could, if three were 
detonated over the Unites States, 
blow all the circuits of computers 


and transistors in nuclear power 
plants, nuclear missles, and also 
disrupt all electric power net- 
works, telephones, radio and tele- 
vision, planes, trains, the newer 
cars and trucks, and banks. 

A small test January 5, 1981, 
resulted in black-outs of power 
from the Pacific Coast to the 
Mississippi River valley, and 
people in the West were told on th 
11:30PM hearing-impaired broadcasi 
of the ABC Network News to have 
their hearing aids checked. The Wa 
Street Journal stated that an HP 
attack could effectively stop all 
weapons. 

The MX advocates do not mention 
that power plants and missiles coll 
blow up where they are, as other 
scientists have reported. 

It would appear to me the tech- 
nologists are lacking in common 
rational good sense, and a nation 
that continues to tclerate any 
nuclear war plans violates the 
Constitution. Its leaders need to 
be tried for treason. This is not 
protecting and defending. 

Sincerely yours, 
Bonnieta Fye, RN(R¢ 


(Eds. notes: Ms. Fye enclosed with 
her letter extensive supplementary 
documentation, which is available 
for our readers’ perusal at the 
Justice and Peace Center, along 
With many other resources. Stop 
in and check them out!) 


he First Lady 

acy Reagan 

he White House 

{00 Pennsylvania Avenue 
kshington, DC 20010 


Nancy: 

We were so happy to read of your 
ecent purchase of new china for the 
hite House. We agree that it is 

portant to keep up appearances. 
ji can never tell who might drop in 

r dinner. 

At our house, the Catholic Worker 
n Des Moines, we have the same prob 
m, We frequently have unexpected 
isitors. Our work is to provide 
emporary shelter for the many poor 
ersons who have no home to turn to. 
Witen, the poor and homeless come to 
Say with us for a few days, living 
mi eating in our hospitality house. 

‘© Sten they come on short notice. 
Therefore, we were wondering if 

oi could send us your old china 
mich your new purchases will be 
eplacing. To be honest with you, 
h Jur dinnertime decor is often lacking 
mi we are certain that you realize 
ow embarassing that is. 
Because of the recent budget cuts 
hich Ronnie has worked for, our 
jroblems will be increasing. We 
aspect many more foor people to come 
our door. We also appeal to your 
‘cep humanitarian instincts since we 
e certain that you will agree that 
ven the poorest of souls déserves 
9 eat in the decent dinner atmos- 
“here that china provides. Certainly 
mu want to help make the restoring 
of American culture to its proper 
‘ievel a high priority. 
Thank you for your consideration 
# this matter and we eagerly look 
“orward to a UPS package. Our 
dove to you and yourS...s. 

Duane Grady 

Linda Vanderbilt 

Nanci LaMusga 


HE 


The White House 
Washington 
1€ October 6, 1981 


far Mr. Grady and Friends: 
ail Mrs, Reagan has asked me to thank 
you for your kind message and request 
or an item from the White House. 
We can certainly appreciate the 
terest which prompted your request, 
‘tut we hope you will understand 
that such items belong to the White 
Youse and thus cannot lawfully be 
yen away. If White House property 
~‘%sno longer in use, it is either 
glaced in storage at the White House 
placed on loan to the Smithsonian 
nstitution where it is displayed or 
moperly maintained. 
Mrs. Reagan sends her best wishes. 
Sincerely, 
Sheryl Eberly 
Deputy Director of 
Correspondence 
Office of the First Lady 


ot.) 


is. note--It has come to our atten- 

tion that Ms. Reagan is now undergoing 
oblems in regard to keeping her 

Yablecloths in repair. We have been 

able . solve this problem by having 

i none. 
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Out of these new conditions opin- 
ions have somehow crept into human 
society according to which profit was 
considered the chief incentive to 
foster economic development, compe- 
tition the supreme law of economics, 
private ownership of the means of 
production an absolute right which 
recognizes neither limits nor conco- 
Mitant social duty. This type of 
unbridled liberalism paved the way 
for a type of tyranny rightly con- 
demned by our predecessor Pius XI 
as the source of the internationalism 
of finance or international imperial- 
ism. Such economic abuses will never 


. be rejected as completely as they 


ought to be because the economy must 
only serve people, a point about 
which it is fitting once more to give 
a serious admonition, But if it must 
be admitted that so many hardships, 
so many injustices and fratricidal 
conflicts whose effects we feel even 
now, trace their origin to a form 
of capitalism, one would falsely 
attribute those evils to industrial 
growth which more correctly are to 
be blamed on the pernicious opinions 
about economics which accompanied 
that growth. On the contrary, jus- 
tice demands that we admit that not 
only the organization of labor but 
also industrial progress made a 
necessary contribution to promote 
development. 
HHH 2 

We want our position clearly 
understood. The present situation 
must be met with courage and the 
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injustices which follow in its 
train must be fought and overcome. 
Development demands a bold approach 
to changes by which things will 

be thoroughly renovated. We must 
strive without delay that urgent 
situations be remedied, Everyone 
should generously and eagerly 

share in it, especially those who 
by reason of their education, 
position and power have the 
greatest influence. Setting the 
example, let them give some of 
their possessions to this cause as 
some of our fellow bishops have 
done. In this way they will live up 
to people's expectations and faith- 
fully follow the Holy Spirit since 
“the ferment of the Gospel has stirred 
up in the human heart, and continues 
to do sO, an irresistible demand for 
dignity." 

The initiatives of individuals and 
the fluctuations of competition will 
not assure the success of development. 
For it is not lawful to go to such 
lengths that the resources and power 
of the rich become even greater, and 
the distress of the needy be increased 
and the enslavement of the oppressed 
aggravated. ere. 


--Pope Paul VI 
Populorum Progressio 
(On the Development 
of Peoples, 1967) 
chapters 26, 32-3 
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More than anything else, Guadalupe incarnated hope for the masses of 
Indigenous who had a terrible opinion of themselves, If the Spaniards 
were correct in saying that she was indeed the Mother of God, then the 
Mother of God had humbled herself to take the form of an Indian maiden, 


Mexican in her features and coloring. 


It will be four hundred and fifty years since Our Lady of Guadalupe 
appeared to the peasant Juan Diego and told him not to be afraid. Her 
feast day is celebrated in winter, when miraculously she caused roses 
to grow on the barren hillside of Tepeyac. May we not be afraid. And 
May roses of hope grow in the barrenness of our hearts as we work for justice. 


--Fr, Rudy Juarez (excerpted from an article 
in Radix, published by the Davenport CW.) 
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COME LORD. Do not smile and say you are already with us. Millions do not know you, and to us who do, 
What is the difference? What is the point of your presence if our lives do not alter? Change our lives, shatter our 


Make your word flesh of our flesh, blood of our blood and our life's purpose. Take away the quietness of a clear 
Press us uncomfortably. For only thus that other peace is made — your peace. 


-Dom Helder Camara 
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